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vation. His doctrine was not one of strife, greed

and intolerance, but of justice, tolerance and char-

ity. That misery and wrong still abound in the

world is so because men have ceased to follow His

teachings. Men are too busy storing up wealth and
planning the spoliation of their fellow men to give

thought to anything so altruistic as love of neigh-

bor.

The purpose of the Catholic College is to preach

and expound the philosopliy of Christ, and the Cath-

olic College man is an exponent of that teaching. If

the Catholic College fails in its mission of carrying

on this great work and the Callege man fails in his

role of lay crusader, then, to no purpose are the gen-

erous contributions of the people in maintaining

separate institutions of learning. When the prin-

ciples of Christianity are no longer taught in the

Catholic College and the Catholic man is no longer

an exponent of that doctrine, the cross which now
looms in the distance over all our buildings will be

but a mockery, for we will have been disloyal to that

standard and can no longer be rightly termed Chris-

tians ; that is followers of Christ.

It is fitting, then, that as students of a Catholic

College, we should give a little thought to the real

significance of the feast of Christmas. It is more
than a holiday. It marks the dawning of a new era.

It is the transition from the old world of despair

and darkness to a new one of hope. It means the

coming of our Saviour and it is a trust imposed upon
up to see that His message is not lost.

C. P. G., '25.

MIGHTY IS THE PEN

When you signed your name to the application

blank, that admitted you to our peerless College, the

chances are that you used a pen. When your name
was inscribed among the members of this institu-

tion of learning, again the lowly pen made a per-

manent record of the occurrence. A grunt of dis-

gust crowns your features if perchance you care-

lessly let a big drop of ink splatter on one of your

prized English Compositions.

The abused pen point, like most other modern
commodities, has a history behind it, which -dates

back many centuries. Yes, the pen is one of the

most used and oldest instruments now in vogue. It

is, perhaps, of as great antiquity as the sword, and
seems to date back to the beginning of man's knowl-

edge of the metals and their alloys. An iron instru-

ment used to inscribe symbols on stone as repre-

senting things or words, was the parent or ancestor

of our present day pen. Then came pens of iron,

bronze, reeds, and later the quills and feathers.

Ancient Kings proclaimed their dynasties with

decrees written with pens made from reeds and

feathers. The early Greeks inscribed their letters

with a stylus, and doubtless the works of Pliny,

Horace, Seneca, Livy, Ovid, Aristotle and other

eminent men of the times wrote with such. But
the later Greeks wrote with quills of geese, crows,

hawks and eagles. At the beginning of the Chris-

tian Era, pens of brass and silver were in use in

Rome.

The stylus, much similar to an iron bodkin, was
at one time prohibited. This was due to its being

employed frequently in many brawls by Bacchana-

lians. This state of affairs no longer exists because

we have neither stylus nor wine. The bodkin re-

ferred to, no doubt, resembled the knitting needle

of today. Various references to the pen are given

in the Bible. In Isaiah, the eighth chapter begins,

"Moreover the Lord said unto me: 'Take thee a

great roll and write in it with a man's pen'."

Pens of steel, gold and silver appeared in Great

Britain, France and America about 1800, but they

were very slow in gaining the favor of the populace.

They were expensive, clumsy, and not as satisfac-

tory as the quill. But the quill had reached its

maximum efficiency, and the gold and steel pens con-

tinued to be improved in their smoothness and flexi-

bility, to their present state of efficiency and indis-

pensableness.

Charles J. Bufalino, '26.

ARE THEY DEAD OR SLEEPING?

There is a raison d'etre for every existing thing.

There must be a justification for the existence of

every living thing and when that thing has outlived

the reason for its existence it should be done away
with. Regarding the fraternities at Villanova, the

arguments might be used that they are already

dead and that this article would not pertain to

them. Granting that they resemble dead things,

there is an occasional spark of life apparent which

would class them among the existent, if not the

living. While we regret disturbing their peaceful

slumbers there are several things which should be

brought to their attention. Not having the pene-

trating powers of Gabriel's horn, we doubt if we
will be heard, but we hope that they will either stir

themselves to action or descent peacefully into the

grave towards which they have been wending their

steps for so long.


